Date of Interview ____________________Who am I interviewing?  First name ____________________________

Last Name __________________Relationship ____________________Students’ Name __________________
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO ANSWER ALL OF THE QUESTIONS BUT THE MORE YOU ANSWER THE BETTER YOUR CHILD OR GRANDCHILD WILL UNDERSTAND THEIR FAMILY.   You can find these on my web site if you want to type the answers.  
What was your full name at birth?   ____________________________________________________________________
What is your name it now ?_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Why did your parents select this name for you?  ______________________________________________
Do you have any nicknames? _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Where and when were you born?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did your parents choose to live in this area?  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What kind of work did your parents do? _________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________Do you have brothers and sisters, and did you get along with them?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Was there an event in your life that you consider a turning point in your life?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Is there a gift that someone gave you that stands out among all the rest? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
What is one of the things that you wish was the same now as when you grew up?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would you pass onto your children if you could choose one saying, book, thought, belief or value?_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would you want people to remember about you?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
What stories have been passed down to you about your parents or grandparents or more distant relatives? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are you particularly grateful for in your life?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Childhood and Teenage Years         

What chores did you do when you were young?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

What events in the world do you remember from your teenage years that left an impression on you?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Where did you go on dates, and what kinds of things did you do? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Holidays    What do you remember about holidays such as Christmas or Hanukkah, Easter, the Fourth of July and Halloween? _______________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How were these holidays celebrated in your family? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
What hobbies did you have as a child? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you still enjoy any of them? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
What sports did you enjoy?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are some of your most memorable family vacations?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
What did your family do together for fun? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Are there any special heirlooms, photos, bibles or other memorabilia that have been passed down in your family? _________________________________________________________________________________________________School and College
How did you get along with the other children at school? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Did any of your teachers catch you while daydreaming, whispering in class or writing notes to your friends?  ______What happened? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Have you kept in touch with any of your schoolmates? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Who were your favorite teachers and your favorites subjects? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Did you go to college? _________________________________________________________________________________________________
If yes, where did you go, what was your major, and did your work during college?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you didn’t go to college, what did you do?  (e.g. got married or went right to work or joined the armed forces
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Marriage, Children and Grandchildren
Where and when did you meet your wife or husband?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
What was your first home like? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How much did your first home cost ? ___________________________________________________________________

How much did milk, eggs, bread, or candy bar cost when you got married?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long have you been married? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

How many children and grandchildren do you have? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Have you done any traveling with them? Where did you go? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
What are some of the saddest, happiest or funniest times you remember about your children or grandchildren? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Work and Career
Why did you choose your career or careers?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
What kinds of work have you done in your life?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________What funny, strange, or touching events do you remember about your jobs?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
If you traveled on business, where did you go? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________What did you do with your first paycheck? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________What was your favorite job and why? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
FAMILY 

What's your first memory? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________Who's the oldest relative you remember (and what do you remember about him or her)? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________How did your parents meet? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Tell me about your childhood home. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Tell me about the day your first child was born.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________What were your favorite school subjects? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Who are some of your heroes? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____

Where were you when you heard that President Kennedy was shot? (Add or substitute other important historical events.)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is your experience with or opinion of computers? (Add or substitute other modern conveniences, such as television, microwaves and cell phones.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Tell me about some of your favorite songs (also books, movies and television shows).

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Tell me about some of the places where you've been happiest.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________What haven't we talked about that you'd like to discuss in the time we have left? (This is a good way to begin wrapping up the interview.____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Of all the things you have learned from your parents, which do you feel was the most valuable?

http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/20-questions#
